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President Bush has submitted a pudget outlining his spend-
ing priorities for next year- A year ago this country enjoyed
5 record surplus of 5.6 trillion dollars. With those resources,
we could have strengthened gocial Security, provided a
prescription drug benefit tO our seniors, jmproved educa-
tion for our children, protected the erw'rronment, enhanced
Jed benefits tO the unemployed-

nation’s security: d, the Administr

cut through the Congress that wastes our pro
those who need it least. The Adrn’rr\'rstration’
only makes things worse.

This budget woefully under-funds critical programs that
Americans count on in their every-day lives. Important
national priorities, such as quality schools and environmen-
tal protection, get only rhetorical mention in this budget,
but not mean ngful funding. Worst of all, the President has
called for addi tional tax cuts-. This would hamper our abil-
ity to take care of our citizens for years and years to come.

Tam concerned by the President’s spending plan because it
Joes not reflect the priorities of most Americans- Please
take a look at the enclosed pudget poll” and let me know
your priorities.

Gincerely,

e

PETE STARK




Stark Fights for Medicare Rx Benefit

Prescription drugs are an integral
part of medical treatment today.
Diseases that required surgery
are now treated outside of the
hospital through medications.
Despite this, Medicare still fails
to provide a prescription drug
benefit. That is a disgrace!

Prescription drugs should be
covered in the same

manner as doctors’

visits and hospital

stays. That is what

seniors need and de-

serve.

Unfortunately, the
President’s budget
does not provide the
money for a prescrip-
tion drug benefit. In
fact, his budget com-
mits  three-times
more money for addi-
tional tax cuts for
wealthy Americans than it does
for a Medicare prescription drug
benefit. This speaks volumes
about the Administration’s pri-
orities. These tax cuts are bor-
rowed from the Medicare and
Social Security Trust Funds. I
strongly disagree with this
practice. Those trust funds be-
long to America’s seniors and
should only be used to protect

their economic security.

President Bush has linked
money for a prescription drug
benefit to Medicare “reforms.”
But the President’s reform just
shifts more health care costs to
seniors. I oppose any attempt to
weaken our commitment to
quality, universal health cover-
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age for our nation’s seniors.
Medicare is a program that
works. We should be building on
it, not trying to tear it down.

I will work in Congress so that a
real Medicare prescription drug
benefit can be enacted. The
President enjoys a meaningful
drug benefit and so should
America’s seniors.

Prescription drugs
should be covered
in the same manner
as doctors’ visits
and hospital stays.
Unfortunately, the
President’s budget
does not provide
the money for a
prescription drug

benefit.
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New Education Budget Leaves Children Behind

President Bush promised to make
education a priority, a commit-
ment which I share. Unfortu-
nately, the President reneged on
his promise by not fully funding
education in his budget.

Last year, I voted for the “No
Child Left Behind Act of 2001,” a
historic elementary and second-
ary education reform bill. This
bill authorizes increased funding
for schools, holds our schools ac-
countable for providing quality
education, and provides addi-
tional funding to enhance teacher
training. The bill was passed
with strong bipartisan support.

With this historical commitment

to improving education, I had
hoped that Congress and the
President would allocate the nec-

.. . the President

reneged on his promise
by not fully funding

education . . .

essary resources for carrying out
the initiatives in the bill. This
budget, however, falls far short.

The Administration’s budget cuts
$90 million from the education re-
form bill that was signed into law.
The budget freezes efforts to recruit
and train teachers and reduce class

sizes. Moreover, the budget only
increases the Education for the Dis-
advantaged program by a minimal
amount, $5 billion short of the
promise made in the No Child Left
Behind Act. This budget, in fact,
leaves 250,000 children behind be-
cause it only helps a fraction of the
children expected to enter poverty
this year.

This is not the time to go back on
our promise to improve the edu-
cation of our children. Improv-
ing education requires more than
just words. It requires a strong
monetary commitment. I will
work to improve this portion of
the budget and provide meaning-
ful funding for education.

Congressman Stark meets with students from Hopkins
Junior High School. The school had the 11th highest
score among junior high schools in the California
Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program.

Stark Questions Soaring Defense Spending

The President has proposed an in-
crease of $43 billion in defense for
the upcoming year—15% more
than what we spent per year dur-
ing the Cold War.

While I support necessary re-
sources to protect our country
from terrorist threats, the
Administration’s budget reads
more like a defense contractor’s
wish list than a realistic analysis
of our nation’s defense needs. Of
this increased spending, only $5.3
billion would go directly to fight-
ing the “War on Terrorism.” As

for the rest: $12 billion would be
used to purchase redundant
fighter aircraft, $2.5 billion would
be used to purchase a cold war era
nuclear attack submarine, and
$7.8 billion would be spent on a na-
tional missile defense system.

To make matters worse, the Presi-
dent wants to fund his defense in-
crease by taking money from the
Medicare and Social Security Trust
Funds. The Administration has
proposed spending reductions for
the Department of Education, the
Environmental Protection Agency,

and the Department of Justice.
These departments play a critical
role in educating our children, pro-
tecting the environment, and keep-
ing police officers on the streets.

Protecting our nation’s security is
of critical importance, but defense
spending is not the only compo-
nent of national security. The un-
necessary spending in the
President’s defense budget is cer-
tainly cause for concern. You can
count on me to scrutinize these
proposals and to vote for a sen-
sible defense budget.




STARK BUDGET POLL—2003

The budget sets federal government priorities. I try to represent your views in my votes
on the budget and the various appropriations bills. In past years, thousands of you have
responded to my questionnaires indicating your general budget priorities.

Please help me again this year and tell me how you would allocate key components of the
nation's budget. I urge you to take a moment to fill out the chart below indicating how you
would change the President's priorities. Please send your response to the address below.

PRESIDENT'S PROPOSED NO
SPENDING PRIORITIES INCREASE DECREASE | CHANGE
(NOTE: Numbers are rounded to nearest billion.)
National defense ........ooeeveeeiiiiieiieeieeeeeeeennn, $ 397 D D D
International affairs ....ccooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennn. $ 24 I:] [:] D
(State Dept., foreign aid)
Natural resources and environment ........... $ 30 D D D
Transportation...........ccccoeevveicciiiiiccnnn, $ 64 [ ] [ ] [ ]
EdUucation ...coeeeeeeeeeeeeee e $ 81 I:] [:] D
12 P $ 235 ] ] [ ]
(health care services, research, safety)
Social Security ........ccocoviiiiiiiiii $ 47y [ ] [ ] [ ]
MeEAICATO ... $ 235 I:] [:] D
VOLOTANIS - e e eeeeeeeeeneeeeaeens $ 57 D D D
ENergy ..o $ 5 [ ] [ ] [ ]
Agriculture.........ccocoviiiiiniiii $ 24 [ ] [ ] [ ]
Medicare Prescription drug benefit ............ $ 190 [] [ ] [ ]
(over 10 years)
Extend tax cuts into the future..................... $ 591 D D D
(over 10 years)

The government is currently facing a $106 billion deficit. The President's tax cuts
contribute to this deficit. In order to balance the budget, we should:

D stop implementing new tax cuts D raise taxes
[ ] keep tax cuts and live with the deficit [ ] cutspending

If you would like to receive an occasional update
by e-mail, please give me your e-mail address:

Congressman Pete Stark

39300 Civic Center Dr., #220
Fremont, CA 94538

How to reach PETE STARK
WASHINGTON OFFICE TIME VALUE
(202) 225-5065
DISTRICT OFFICE
Union City South (510) 494-1388
Hayward North (510) 247-1388
Internet mail address:

petemaildirect@stark.house.gov
Web site address:
http://www.house.gov/stark/

This mailing was prepared, published, and mailed at taxpayer expense.




